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LETTER 



TO 



THE EARL OF LONSDilLE, 



. My Loei), 

Though I was not su£Sciently 
sanguine to believe that because Jacobin* 
ism had been for some few jfars withdrawn 
from public observation in England, it 
was therefore extinct ; yet I did fancy that, 
after the alarming examples which we have 
seen in France, it would^ whenever any 
K 2 
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concurrence of circumstances might contii* 
btrte io its te-appearanee, exhibit itself in 
a less loathsome and hideous form, and di* 
vested of many of the strongest features 
which distinguisbt^d it tbwards the close of 
the last century. In this expect^tipn I 
have been deceived : it is revived, and it 
comes abroad with undiminished ferocity, 
wi^ 4ftd€Je4 a Mill miDfe^pIai« cUdd Ifiapb- 
dent avowal of its real object than it dared 
to vent in this country during the early 
stages of the French Revolution. A paper 
has appeared in the Edinburgh Review 
(No. 25, Art. 14,) which, under xOlcwir of 
commenting on the work of Don Pedro 
Cevalkrti sounds the o!d tocsin,; and pro- 
rttilgates the worst doctrines in a higher 
f6hfe, andi ferfr with higher aiithority than 
was^cver used by the Philosophers of Anar- 
chy befbre: ' Mcist of them were, it is true, 
flie Apostles of the- levelling system, but of 
all 'the Apostolical marks* they possessed 
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n^e i^ti&pt poverty aiuilfthat »pOci^ of 
^eff^^Hi^M which «npe» fr^m i:i€«ieji9{)its 
but thQ plunral aujtbor tif the l^dmburg^ 
Eeview, deriving boldMw from th0 ecn^ 
«ealment of bis or thejir name or nanes^ 
and real weight from the habitii^l 9i»iten« 
der of the judgment of individual to tkA 
dogmas of sdf-^con&tituted oemOTs, fulmi4 
]Batcis from the P^pal chair of jdeteocr^rf^ 
and ccmsigo^to everlasting obloqiiyiall.whb 
prefer the old scriptures of the Constitution 
to tte legends of Mr. Pain and his fbt^ 
lowersi. 

For my part, I should not ha^e attached 
Mtffici^t importance to such . a paper as 
this .Article in the Edinbwgh Review to 
ttake k the subject of aniu^dver^noii, if i 
Irad not been aware, that from She vei^y 
dircumstaBoe of its being ai]^ article in that 
Review, it would be generally rearf, and 
would have a mkch beitter chanoe of re- 
ceivilig an undue deference, than if it had^ 
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come forth as the publication* of any ac- 
knowledged author, and in the common 
shape cif a pamphlet or a volume. Men 
who have conscftSted to give up the privi-r 
lege of thidking for thettrsetves on literary 
subjects, and fallen into acustom of adopts 
ing and retailing the opinion of a some- 
thing or a somebody whom tliey know not ; 
and to whom from the obscurity in which 
his real shape is enveloped, they are in- 
clined to attribute more dignity than 
belongs to him, will not be very scrupu- 
lous in extending their confidence in the 
same oracle, to matters of more serious 
importance : :hay, the writer of the Edin* 
burgh Review seems to teive been aware of 
the imperceptible progress of this sort of 
infatuation; for he long refrained from 
holding this language of anarchy ; he not 
only long avOfided revealing all the dia- 
bolical features of Jacobinism, but did 
not evien put the clo^eii foot beyond the 
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hem of his didactic toga: be paved the 
way for bis political guillotine, by accus- 
toming bis readers to derive entertainment 
from the mangled carcasses of unhappy 
ivriters:*he tried bis poison in cases where 
want of humanity could only be objected 
to him, before he so far presumed on his 
power over the public mind as to touch 
higher matters : 

On mules and dogs ih' in^tion fiist bq^an; 
He fix^d his vengisful arrows last in man. 

But 1 be. has at last found himself . suflSl- 
ciently strong to begin a political canvn 
paigfi; and I must do him the justice to 
4ay that he opens his operations with a* 
courage c^nd a degree of vigour thajt shews 
him. to be of a true spirit, and thoroughly 
competent to carry into effect the utmost 
extremity of the doctrines which he 
preaches. 
- What the sentiments of this undefined 
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ap4 pi«|ai^elesi| wntort r^titie ta t^Gi Br'ttkh 

P%5f§gfi 1-^^ T^ oawse of the Spertiaijdsf » 
90 ^jjlj^JBmsljr ti^iat of the people ; the 4«mfr 
i\on «f tbeqoiwt an^ Q^bkis as so.n^nif^; 

H^trWt^ att^ «^ if^icJiJfl chaoge qf tha gcK 
vernmeat is so plainly necesswy tbftti iit]^i)t 
ever has wished well to them feels inti- 
mately persuaded that he has been €^ppus« 
ing the popular sid^ of the greatest ques- 
tu^vf lfae> present day ; that he has bted 
prajin^ most ferveo^lj' for the sticasBk o£ 
idle pebpie againsi dieir rali^rs; tfa»k he 
lm% iff piaih terms/ as far as in him lajs^ 
faMsen a pafitjr to revolutionary measurei/' 

Before I proceed la ilhistrate the BCali 
is»aniog and tendauey of this pasasige^ hy> 
citing others which either singly or taken 
together, cannot leave a doubt of ks benign 
the witer's wish to kiculcate the old Jaco- 
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tb^y J>3f tfeenp*elve«^ wUibit a pOFtFfti^ of 
tbe }Qg«0M9u«f)Q9S .ap4 plain 4«a)iHig of 

thfiwr A«rAQf. : ,. , 

: In thi9 first i4a(^» J wouM call yoor 
I^wds^lit's. atlentjjQft.tc^ the woid *' Bist 
fokiiAipiiary^'* , The Ediaburgh Review 
evwieQtly U4ie« the wori Bcwfluti/^ at 
if It had one ipvariable BdeaniTig^ like the 
words Uwt^ CoJdt Mmturt^ and IJ^rwg^t, 
IfiQw Jet qs see how far he isi right; 
-rt-Iii the jwar IQ88» < we had what, hai 
beea ever tince called a *VBevdutio&" in 
Ei^hifid. Thai \«a9 . begun by, an abdica- 
tion.<n .the' ^ar(& of Ahe re^nutg monasct^ 
after au ^jqs» violation of his. original con^ 
tfact vitb hit, suhjeetB.: it was earned on 
b> a- conTtanttoa, aofsmbled with the ut- 
iBOsli temper and. with « full regard to the. 
law of thai land aoidthe forms of the Coa- 
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9titutk>d : it efiected a limitatioa of ihi 
CroMrn according to the strictest ootions o^ 
hereditary succes^on, as far as the safety 
of la wand religion permitted under tlieex- 
isting circumstaDces ; -it was tifiiBicfebmpa«» 
nied by any act of violence; it pnMerved 
the constituted authorities ; it respected all 
those" gradations of rank which are inhe« 
rent in^ and necessary to, civilized society ; 
lind all this in an exigence which .unques- 
tionably did dissolve the bond between the 
governor and the governed, aiid' after out- 
pages ^qp^ the patt^of the former which had 
not a parallel l^i English history. This then 
was a^ ** Revolution/' Toward the close 
of the iasl cefttury, there was a ". Revolu- 
tion''' in France. This was b^un under 
the pretext of some necessary Reforms in 
tbe government of that Country ; it rapidly 
prodoced.the destruction of its first .movers ; 
it atinihrlated the government which it pro-, 
fessed lo amend ; it letelled all dirtinctioas. . 
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trfrank afldpitoperty; it produced tnufder 
in all its shapely, even the fnurder of tl>e 
tegitimate King himself, upon whom per- 
sonally no imputation could be thrown: 
ft destroyed all 4aw, it abolished even the 
semblance of religion, it grew in horrors at 
it aciv'aHiced, and at last ended in a de* 
^otistn^ as complete as Etirope ever wit* 
nessed; and as contradictory to every prin- 
triple of either genuine or spurious Uberty: 
This then was a Revolution! We have now 
a third; political phenomenon actus^lly be- 
fore Qur eyesi which also bears the salnle 
name, a / Revolution/ This consists in a 
general, nay, almost unanimous, consent of 
the Spanish people^ m which /word ' the 
whole nation is included, no# to ievy war 
against th^ir legitimate rulers, but to throw* 
oJflF a foreign yoke, and repel that 'enemy 
who has' himself overturned their hereditary* 
throne, and who kefeps in captivity their 
legitimate rulers: so that we have three 
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diftttn0t.8tet«i» which w» termed refeht^ 
Uonftrf ( A tcwopemte resi^ivce to uncsosr 
stitutMMMtl a«ls of th« Monftrch ; a latr}«M, 
i])urd^9u&» s(u;rilegiou9 euibversKMti of every 
^kig tbdt bejiqng^ to gov€;rqinetil and gjood 
ofder; a patriotic d^fetice of » nattloiml 
oonst}t(|.(ioi9 add r^al si|k«ces^io9» i^n^ 
the dofnioion of a foreign power: y4t Im 
vfho ipay favour any one of the^e sjttemf 
of pmceedivg, i% m the Uoguage of tb« 
]^inl9<u>rgh. Review, a r^voliiihnUt ; and re^ 
volutfM is. a ** radical changje of goveror 
g^ffat ;" it i»,*' the cause of the people 
ftgainat theif r«)e!rs !*. -^ 

. Le^ uf^ fiwv consider the passa^ which I 
h^ye Mifidf kn another point of view : i^ it 
:f»% obvious, that the scheme of the writier 
ii> to mttke use^ of the general approbation 
j^w Sph kj all good Englishmen for ^uch 
Ik reroJiatiQii as that which is wiorfci^g 
ki yraj^ ifi Spain, to porsiuade m that 
>f9 have iinkpojvifOgly bccofn^ partkt M 
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^ wvttlotioBafj measoies/' and thifi^itn 
may 1^ well go ciir and e&ctuoiib'^n 
f adieal cban^ of gover^HDeot^ atlioBH^. • 
la an attempt of tisis sorti the tndst 
striking featwes ure, fiilsebood and f0fvep^ 
siov^r for thoiigli we do aypcdre th^ 
Spaiii»b HeroltrtioD, we lia^e fieitbcr Mt 
nor '. exprewed any wi^ fer ibe * tadieal 
ohaage of aay goveromeDt, aor Jot the 
success of any pec^le mgaintt their raleis r 
and God forbid that w&eter should ! On# 
virtues are by this Reriewer twisted in ttf 
erimes; and we are AtHt told, that we 
are a little guilty; and thetl/ according fed 
ike antient usage of the Deyil^ w« arfe in^ 
cited to become more so^; on no other pre^ 
text Ihaft that of Maebedi, as if • re*? 
turning were as tedious as go o'er.-' If 
T^as an old belief, that the Devit used to 
dMw on his victiiBs from petty <irimes tor 
greater crimes^ till he made them start 
with, dismay at what they bad done, and by 
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Biean» ' of iheii\ desjMiir, produced thcrr 
perdition: but the Reviewer has the ad- 
vantage of. the Father of lies, and would 
bring aboi|t the ; sijnfe. eflfepts . in us, on the 
fbwndatioa ; of - mppd9ed ■. prelimiaary sins : 
he; wonld persuade us, that we : are revo* 
Iiitioi^ists in his sense of the word, because 
we^ acknowledge ourselves td be such, in 
our oWn : and this at a timie when every 
one ^ who has attained to years i^f discr^. 
tion must have the conseq'uehc^s of siicb: 
^ : ft: nb w order of things/* as this Reviewer 
would hayfe us aid him in furthering (for* 
With tl|e principles he is not i^shanled to use 
the phrases of the Jacobin Philosophers),? 
and all the cpipparative blessings of an 
adherence to tried forms, fresh in his 
mind; 

IBfut the Reviewer tells us, in another 
part of this extraordinary criticism^ that 
the enormities of the French Revolution 
will not occur again, and that we may gor 
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to work with the British €onstitutk)n, 
without fear qf being crushed by the; ruias^ 
He saysj :" The ex(tmpk\of. one revdjutioii 
will prevent a repetitipn , pf its enormities ' 
iu the furthpr progre^;Qfi the Qth^.^ I& 
the Reviewer sure of that ? Can he^ive us 
security for it ? Cau he point; out to i» 
the exa:ct spot wWe the advocates of re- 
form will stay their march? Will he war- 
lanti that if those advocates should wish to 
limit their work, others wijl not snatch the 
tools out of their harfds? And if he will do 
this, can he shew, us any one stage of the 
French Revolution, where, if anarchy could 
have been chained up, a better consti* 
tution would have been the result, than 
that under which we live, and he writes ? 
It is matter of surprise to me, that any 
writer who enjoys a character of acuteness, 
should suffer such an assertion. to form part 
of his lure ; or how he should be so buoyed 
up by the vanity of an extensive sale, as 
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is 
to ihtnk that anly^orie of his t^evs w^uM 
glv0 him credit to «ich ari eittol, except 
te h&d liinMeif sieiiUar tWk, 'aod Mras* 

e4»a1l^^lhS.''Ih!the sani6 nUnibetof'tbW 
RfeTieMf,' (there xi^f be tiidny bihttr in^ 
staiiees in h» later publrcatTOfls t)f ^hJcft 1 
ain not aware, f^^ titt rti j iecidefttaHy 
irieetihg With this ferttique oW CeVaWd*, 1 
iave hot opened tt-flijtnber <rf ttiii ftfevieW' 
fbr-^rae time,) 1 shy, in the^ame n«triWi 
hwi in the remarKs <Ai the liffe df Cdl; 
Htttchinsoii, is a panegyric on' «he Heby^ 
Bon which cndtid in th^ Proteetoi'atd of 
Oliver Cromwelf : and this we ^re led to» 
bdievc, was conducted without any vio-" 
lehce, without any ravage, withont- any 
oppression.' Tiiat the misery prodiifced by 
k, to the country, was infinitely less thari 
that which was generated by the French 
Revolution, 1 am very ready to admits 
nor do I believe, that if this Heviewef 
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17 
were Jo fa^ .inctplged in his wisbes,^ aod a 
" neyf^oTi^er of things'' introdaced in Eng^ 
tiE^od at this time, op^s quarter of the blooj^ 
.wou^dJi)e shed that deluged France dunng 
her days of liberty : for, however contami* 
nated by Prench poison, I do pot thjnk 
that this reforoier would have the same ap^ 
peitite for murder which distinguishes, his 
GalUcan uuxlels; ppr, if he haye, jt^the 
would; £»d a sufficient nuiniber of b}ood^ 
hoonds lAiEngkwi) for hi$ pvu|)»Qi^: Jtm^V 
diortof Wood^jl we. no was^on tp ^QUbt^ 
that a " new order of things''' h^re w-puld 
{MToduce thBuvsame cona^iii^tides : f(s in 
franee. LeveUirig is the eoid of ji^ 
schetne : the encomium on tiie ^Gr^at B^ 
belliofi, to which I have alluded,. is not tb« 
only proof of the ileviewer!s opioicfQ r»* 
specting the: gra^^tions. of rank ; the .IH^^ 
Yiftw^r. takes car« tbftt.we should J^typuft 
doubt upontb^ DA8.tter :;he te)lA j^a 'm, j^in 
ternw, that .be >wjo»W " re^rpi. t^ Copn 
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«tit«tioii of En^latidi" and then imtnc- 
•diately discloses the nature of his refor- 
ttiation : he would ^ r^iduce the overgrown 
power of the Crown — he woutd curb 
the pretensions of the privileged orders, 
^* in* s6 fiar as this can be effected without 
^* istrengthening the royal influence, ^ — he 
" would raise up the power of real talents 
** and worth, the trjue nobility of a country 
** — he would exalt the mass erf theCommu^ 
^ nity, under .the guidiwdcc of that virtual 
^^^^toristdercmffy to direct ^the councils of 
^^ England/' i . 

f Though he' forbears to point out in wli»t, 
imrticulars the power of the cxbwn kowr- 
pvwn ; to what {mvileges the : nobility 
pretendj which they are not legally entitled^ 
to enjoy ; and who the true nobility are. On 
thfJsep6int8*He is silent^ but it is easy to sup^ 
ply the chasm : the whok power of the enmn 
is ovei^groWn ; the king oisght to be Rew in 
jmrpurA^ it^ urbe capHvm^ extra urbem pr^ 
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vatiis: -^ All the privileges of the hoblas 
sl^ild b^.cu.rbed, i; e. abolished; for 
stsaeh an abolition would add no weight of 
inflaenee to royalty, if the talents and 
worth of the nation, viz. the Edinburgh 
R^ieWecsy aiMl'4h« other jacobin dema- 
gogueiSt were at the wme time to be con- 
Y^ted into a virtual aristocracjfs to guide, 
thati is, to sway the councils of i£nglandi 
and: to take care tliat the mass of the c6m« 
nninity should nev^r risp above the level of 
the guillotine or the gallows. Such is this 
writer's plan, expressed in plain English^; 
aa4 s^h is the iuevitable consequence to 
all ranks^ of any ^ violation of the degrees 
which society aljumys nestablishes for itself. 
Those gradations are exceedingly minute, 
extending from the highest to the lowest; 
and therefore it would be a matter of ex- 
treme difficulty to destroy a part without 
abolishing the whole, without sacrificing 
onedistiacti/on to the caprice of one revo* 

b2. 
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20 
iutionist, and another distinction to that of 
another revolationtst^ till the moch wished 
for state ofanarchj (the only sure akmbick 
for converting La^zarpni into govemore) 
should be introduced into the kingdom. 
The Reviewer, by the expressions which I 
have above quoted, seems to adinit,^ that it 
is txample and not principle^ which will pre* 
vent a repetition of enormity. How does 
he know what effect that example may 
have had upon other philosophers ? upon 
the numbers of low factious persons, who 
do not constitute the pec^le, but the dregs 
of the people, and who could not find 
themselves interested in any revolution 
except such an one as would go the whole 
kngth of putting the property and power 
of the nation under their absolute disposal i 
It is in the true spirit of JacobiniMci that 
this writer uses the term " people,'" as op^ 
posed to the '' Nobles" and " the Court/' 
Doei any thinking member of the Britisb 
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coflimunity (not' being a revolutiontst; iw 
the Reviewer's sense of that wotd^ who faa^ 
cither property or industry, fail to see, 
liiat ender sudi a constitution as^oors^ t¥a 
King, the Nobles, hnd the Comnidns, farrti 
jrftogether on6 people ? Does he hot fintt 
m every transaction, and ia every relation 
of lif6, that one uniform interest pervados 
the whole body, and that the whale must 
stand or fall together ? It is the kingiiage 
of this writer, it is bis invidious and ground- 
kss distinction betweei^ the people, and 
what he calls thi oligcnrchy^ tbait '^ has bad 
**it8 day,'* and Hot the jealousy with whicH 
all England viewed the Coweuporiding antf 
ether similar Societies, as he wouM induce 
his disciples to brieve. Neither is his di«H 
tinction betw.een the people and the nobler 
in Spain better founded: be says, that 
'* not a man of note in Spain was to bd 
" seen in the records of the patriotic prb* 
'^ ceedings, until the ca«ne bi^ah te^fiburifth^ 
'^ and th^n the hi^ier opder» came Rwati tq^ 
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^* share in the successv' But is this true ? 
Were the first attempts of the Patriots 
Tfithout Ck>mmanders ? And were not the 
Commanders men of tlie higher order ? 
it is doubtless true that the nobles were not 
the ^st to put on arms ; if they had done 
soj the cause would have been hopeless 
from the beginning : for I believe that even 
this redoubtable Reviewer would not venture 
to appear in proprid persand^ and rally the 
V people" of England against any existing 
authority, either legitimate or tyrannical, 
without seeing good reason to believe that 
the sense of that people set with, a strong 
current, in his favour : and therefor6/orthe 
Nobles to have exhibited such quixotism as 
to have begun the resistance to *' the neW: 
order of things'" (if I miay venture to use 
the, Reviewer's phrase), would have evin-. 
ced nothing but a degree of rashnesji, from 
which no hope of their ultimate suca»sd 
could have been deduced. . j • 

Howcvor; the. Eeviewex does not abso- 
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lately confine himself to the vocabulary of 
the original prcrachers of sedition : he has the 
merit, as far as I kno\y, of being the firs^ 
to transfer from the mis-rule of Robespierre 
to the administration of Mr, Pitt, t;ba,t 
dreaded appellation, " the Reign of Ter- 
ror ;'* and in so doings he is consistent with 
himself; for he who can confound and iden- 
tify the Revolution in. Spain, and tlie Re- 
volution in France^ so as to infer that the 
measures and tendency of both muftt b^ 
alike approved or condemned, may well 
be supposed to identify illegal violence for 
the destruction of order, and legal restriqr 
tions for the prevention of illegal violeqce. 
Tenrw, as a substantive word, implies two 
parties; the one a cause, the other an ob- 
ject : one party inspiring the Terror, another 
party upon which that Terror acts. Now 
we know very well that in France, the ty- 
rant of the day was the Comet which was 
dreaded ; the whole nation, every hunaan 
creature within the sphere of it$iiifluence9 
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Was the dbject on which the Terror acte^ : 
good, bad, and indifferent, were alike af- 
fected ; for no cunning could avoids no 
participation in crimes could disarm, no 
innocence could blunt^ no imignificance 
was beneath, the fury of revolutionary 
proscription. But on the other hand, if 
the administration of Mr. Pitt was a^f Reign 
bf Terror," (and a reign of terror oo a li- 
knited sc^^le it certainly was, to the mam« 
ibtt preservation of these kingdoms^) let us 
iee who Were the parties affected : m point 
bf numbet*i», it would be difl&cult to calcu- 
iftte the ^ery minute proportion which they 
bore to the general population of Great. 
Britain j and in point of political conse- 
i^etiCe^ the TenV)r operated upona^till less 
tSody : fdr, as the vigilance of Govornmeot 
^JPas directed only toward diose who car^ 
li^d oh corresponderite' with nusereiafi 
ivhom the Reviewer himself admits to have 
yeiMlered themseives the ideckoed enemtte 
of hUmttl kind^ by tfa^eir eDtomilties ; toward 
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those who wished to subvert the existing 

I 

Gonstitution of England ; toward those 
who wished to level all distinctions of rank 
and propertj; toward those who wished 
to overturn the Church of England, and 
probably erase every vestige of Christian 
Religion: they only, who fell under one 
or other of these descriptions could be un- 
der the rnflnence of Terror, even while that 
vigilance was at its height. Exactly upon 
the same, principle upon which the Re- 
viewer identi6es the administrations of 
Mr. Pitt, atod the French tyrants, the whole 
process of our criminal law at the Old Bai- 
ley, may be called a " Reign of Terror :'\ 
nothing ckn be more true than that its uni- 
fbriii object fe to punish burglary, robbery, 
forgefy, murde^, and all other crimes ; and 
that it is, bond jide^ an object of terror to 
all who commit them : but no reasonable 
^Alan wouki therefore liken it to the acts of 
'Rbbespieh^e. Before the Reviewer adopt- 
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ed this term^ and gave it the appUcation 
which seemed good to him, he should have 
proved what he only pri^uines, that the 
community at large was terrified by Mr. 
Pitt's measures: be should have proved 
that the persons oppressed, were oppressed 
for the purpose of overturning the laws of 
England, and not for the purpose of pre-^ 
serving them ; that the principles of Jaco* 
binism are the principles of the Constitu- 
tion ; pay, he should have provi^d, that 
the general sense of this country was with 
the revolutionists, and that the old forms 
and bulwarks of liberty, property, and « 
religion, were kept up through pains and 
penalties only, against the wish of those, 
to whom liberty, property, and religion, 
were of most value. When I say this, I 
see the answer which the Reviewer will 
make in the page open before me ; he will 
twit me with his usual elegance of irony, ^ 
and say, You talk of thoie who have for- 
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tunes, and revive the coQtcaipt manifested 
during this ^^ reign of terror'' "forp^- 
Jtons of no consideration^ who cannot pledge 
their fortunes, having only live^ and liber^ 
ties to lose/- , Does the Reviewer mean to 
imply, in the words which I have extracted, 
that those who have fortunes to pledge, 
have no lives, and na liberties to lose ? or 
does he concede that property may be: tena- 
ble, with life and freedom, biit yet that it is 
a suspicious adjunct to those: qualities, and 
renders the opinion of its- possessor on any 
leohsttttitional . |ioint of mCicl| less weight 
than.that of one who has all to gain, and 
nothing to lose, by a revolution ? Certain- 
ly, if wc are compelled to ainnex the .idea 
of anarchy to the word rtvoltUion^ the .pos-- 
sy^sion of property is gobd cause of chal* 
lodge, to a juror, who is to try the question 
between Revolution and Stability: but then, 
industFy and all the qualities of social life 
are equally exceptionable; for the objects 
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^ the one, and the gratifications (and even 
the very being) of the other, are incom* 
patibl^ with anarchy: so that belbre we 
give what the Reviewer would call their 
due weight to life and Uhtrty^ abstractedly 
considered, and in opposition to^ life and 
liberty, coupled with property, either in 
possession or in expectancy, we must be 
prepared to make beggary and prcdigacy 
the arbiters of our form of government ;* 
the judges of the great question, which is the 
essence of every such Revolution a& the Re- 
viewer contemplates, namely, Whether tlie 
wealth and power of the realm shsCU eont^ 
nue where it is, or be transferred to tistt 
very persons whom we shall have delegated' 
to a<iy udicate upon the matter. The Gentle- 
man however who deems the preservation of 
Great Britain to have been broiigbt aboot 
by a " Reign of Terror,'* considers Umtca* 
lamitoua sera to be tiow past: in these 
happy times be says, ^^ We can once raoft» 
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** utier tfce irords^ liberty aad^^Pcoplei * 
" without starting at the echo of our own 
^^ voices, or looking roqnd the chamber 
*♦ fpr^oQiespy or officer of government.'' 
No n^an will now, be says, ^ dare to brand 
^^ his politkal adversary with the name of 
^^ a Revolutionist, &c. &c. ; these tricks haw 
^^ Aa4 tMeir dojf-^ day immeasurably dis-^ 
^^ ^rous in its consequences' to England 
'' and «♦ Europe r 

Wh»t the disafAeR» produced by theft 
triehs to England are, is enveloped in the 
connenkyM;: veil of silence: yet it is not 
stretching the general import of this criti<» 
ctsm itery lar, to conjectare that the exis-f 
te^ce^of Hfking, a nobility, a churchy and 
a jraee of vermin called kmded gOUkmen^ 
cwBtitutes tlie prineipal grievance at tbiii 
day ; and thiagri^^ance certainly may fiaost 
justly be attributed to the vigilant adminis- 
tration of Mr. Pkt. But how the disasters 
of Ettff^p&c^n have a^sommon origin with 
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this particular and verj/^ distinct inisfarttine 
of England, I am wholly at a loss to dis- 
cover: that the disastiers of Europe are at* 
tributable to the French Revolution, which 
(as naturally producing a despotism as cor- 
ruption does a maggot) paved the way for 
the subversion of every sovereignty that 
lay within the reach of Buonaparte's am- 
bition, cannot be denied : but by wteit 
logic the administration of Mr. Pitt can 
be put as the cause of that, which is pro« 
duced by the power of Buonaparte, I can- 
not imagine ; unless it be the same strait^ 
forward reasoning and clear percepticm/ 
that identifies the two Revolutions of Franco 
and Spain; or in other words, unless it.be 
that resolute spirit of Jacobinism which 
forces all circumstances to take a com* 
plexion suitable to its designs, and utterly 
disregards truth, decency, and probability. 

I am equally puzzled to account for the 
confidence with which the Reviewer as-* 
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serte that " tji«e tricks are all overf that 
the law i& gone to sleep, and that villiainy 
may safely came out of its lurking-placcf. 
I confess tlmfc as far. as my observation ex^ 
tends, the contrary has appeared to me to 
be the fact; that more 6yei areopm to 
the escape which we have had ; that mqre 
hearts are devoutly thankful for our deli- 
verance, than were actually awake to our 
danger when it existed* Since every d^y 
teems with fresh illustrations of the tenden- 
cy of revolutionary measures, it is reason* 
able that every day should put us more on 
our guard against the delusions^ that make 
way for them; and I for one have much 
too good an opinion of the common sense 
of my countrymen to suppose that even 
the ipse dixit of an Edinburgh Reviewer, 
however authoritative may be its tone, will 
convince .one man in a million that the 
Patriots of JSpain have any affinity to the 
Philosophers of France ; pr that our ai^ist- 
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ifig them is any thing like a. pledge on. the 

part ekher of the .Ministers or of the^Pep- 

.ple! (if they must be .considered as ..two 

distinct interests), to follow Up.>tbat assii- 

tanee by asaistti^ the JacdIniosL at home. 

Jtidoes sc^m tx)'i»e that.thipjeaiise.of Afc 

Spaniards :w, what that of the ^uniiifected 

English a?ouWfe,if tlie Edinlwugh Reviewcir 

wore rto be in a sit»atioa to en/orce his 

opinions-at the point of the. bayonet; since 

4he tyranny . of democracy is not only a 

na^ral introduction, : but als(y. very, similar 

fin itB effects^ to. the tyranny of one! : oand 

dierefbre our assisting the Spankr^s. to 

'repel him who wo&ld impose a gOverniQeiit 

upon them against their will^/andito main- 

'tarn the- rights and privileges which iA^ 

- .revere, evinces no. disposition ow our. parts 

: but to disHke ^ revolutionary measures^'' 

and not at all to wish that ^> the people 

should succeed against^ thm ruleis :'' it is 

nothing niore thati^ natugal coo iumMi ce 
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okxMt dread of fhitemisi^iiHi ; «E(d'«t fm^ 
tferoimtiob ,h an indexible mark of ton- 
nisotion with^ho FreiM^ «jr»teiii» it is.dde^ 
(fi«te |)bDQf ^)gt nre do, and I trust ^ev«t; 
i^d)} €ontm<t&, to combat JaeobipMlB, 
vhetb«r itib^Uovrfor liberty or ac^oqimo^ 
dat6 rUeJf to ft ;d9»(>i0tisai of; its^ owe cr^ 
atiag. ■-•..•... ■■'•::: .f -.1 

I' eftnnot help tbinkifig tb^t 4b^ bm^ 
b^eo A i»i$t4kB iotl^pttblic^tion [9f,,tbjft 
♦rtick, ;or r*tlj€r;qf ao.BiUGh pf ,?Jti^^,$ir 
tb^ freartcst part), as.has^po rc^Upi^.tPtt^ 
iriork of CevaUos. I.apprehend; Uif^ .,tbe 
genesal tneat^se on tbepece^tty of x^yqlu* 
t^ns, wbicb follows the tj^QTt critUlue oa 
U]^ work 14 question, has been written by 
9G^e great philo8o|»lier, and.intendt^d ,to b^ 
produced wi)«D the Spaniards ^ouldact}}* 
ally r€vo)ntioai2e, as the author, judging 
from bis q\*-h feeiinijs, probably had .00 
doubt they would ; and that bytso^n^ »o- 
bappy blttodec, )t»[aispre»8^edijito|he,ljght 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



34 
and tied back to back to the observations 
on Cevalk)s, before these unenlightened 
Patriots had ever thought of any such 
thing. 'If no such confusion afi th)s had 
t^ken place, I cannot conceive how ihiB 
writer would have had the effrontery to 
reason upon the Spaniards rebelling against* 
their legitimate rulens and republicidng 
Aeir state ; how be would have dared to 
assert that we have coniniitted ourselves to 
revolutionary measures by even in thought 
iabetting them. The conduct of the Spa* 
niards will bear no such construction : this 
fact is not only so, but it is a feet so noto^ 
rious that the dullest cannot be ignorant of 
it; the most prejudiced cannot be blind to 
it: so that the whole theory of this Re* 
viewer, b^iilt as it is on a foundation absd- 
kitely false, would seem too absurd for ob* 
serration, if the boldness of its doctrines 
and the dogmatical tone of its assertions 
ipight pot be supposed capable of dazding 
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mariy who may read them, and keeping but 
ofvietrthe matto'4ie upon which the pre- 
WDt Call to involution in this country is 
grounded. 

^ 'There ii in this paper one other, which, 
though it miy be perhaps only a secondary 
^teehdod, is yet pregnant with as much 
tnaliee^as can be* expected fmm any humaifi 
h«)t|{t, without the immediate inspiration of 
<$atan. The writer says, ** Men of all d6- 
^^^fecriptionslmve joined almost uqanimousty 
^^th^ same patriotic and geCMvbos sentf- 
k^^ments^ attd:ha^re ^expressed them loudly 
"aiiiiteanfirily. There tnHy hbve esMted i. 
'•few wretched intrigueh* in our ^vernnieht 
*^*-^6ne or two^eble CocAtiers or Cleirks in 
^ Office who brooded in the comers of drai^ 
^ ing^rooindaiid pubticlMards, overgboniy 
^^apprehensions of their comforts being dis- 
^ turbed by the progress of the Spanish prin* 
^ ci{4es# But if those persons from such 
^ibrelpodiDgs^ were averse to the cause of 

c 2 
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f«thp iPatribfe, tl?ey iBevep.^teied wiwe v^if 
>* vpice against it to tlie cuii»try.v iFb«y 
*t stiudderediojsecrct at l*©»ve«*ii:<VW*>f *fe# 
" worst government in Christendom 5 im^ffit 
f^.theyuSaied up their prpyfifs that *he?^prin 
^of aJausPsm^ht be nipt in th^buidfey: ^h^ 
rt*auccess pf the* Fjench aims, /^Q. 4^Pt!')»9^ 
(the£^vjieweradd», ** A be«jer pfOQf.,9f thp 
'f6'ini'.!CiBal prewale«ce of rigiitifeeEng^«p«* 
MHiMa.sitbjeotiibf ^p«in mwuot he f^ncie^ 
f! tbett*b«pr»fountl sUmiieif i» wti|flhftH*fe«s^ 
.*f jimhtsd^^Vi^ b<mR Ufftfttfe^di :- .BQfci o»» ^«^ 
i^ heatred «»«>Mr iC(»Mr?x ^«^Ming i .ftRCf^ iHMft^ 
/i' HsfiJfcwilb ,t*>« g«icfi«^i i^«l^tiWrWW?febw 

(^ of: the) Bevoliitiatf.y I J^m^^m^f^^ 
^Jcinrtter«.fltfe not o»ty oJftdft4i!ait»»vto Dbe 
i?eurl^ that ,19 tp theW^vJMi, b«t stigma- 
4ia«4 .ft» ibe molt dttspipftbl^ driY«He», 
inoapKible 0f the lewt yf^ecJliwor fiwre- 
dight For bowcpuW lanyi feeble Courtier 
or<31eA in io^Icb deprecate ^ur ,nttiataiK» 
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tOi<^e>Ffefieh arm»? Why^ if htifoiriloai 
of office from a possible rev*okitidh; sboald 
he whth su6c«88 1& stlAi iDtilt in ikr tiebes- 
»arf «o»8«qnence produee loss of offitcriw 
mcidiately ? B^t )M us consider htmi^ijit^ 
feeble Cotittid>9 tfre> bmugbt to b(^ tfpdii 
Uve fiul^cfi l>y tfte Reviewei- : it i» 4ori0 by 
^ ^ort of gmmmaiti'cal l6ge#dett]fai>ib^: he 
|>^t^ hypdfbet4m% the- <^s« o^ thasif^ poufi 
tMy diM^otifented- peH^s, ^homy-^ §» 4A^ 
¥e6viS fejisioiig, be places* at Court^Hliiti «h« 
K^ing a^d Ms sittendants must^ acconKng to 
^^c" revolutionary creed, be ever oippdssed 
iti vfkMf^anHA interests to th* People >^h^ 
ftht Btfpposieh that * ^ few wfetchiSd i»i 
tkt^utri 'triay ha^fe exiilisd ;*' aUd tfaeo, sfe«*i 
tliag tH^f ^ords- with admirable detteritfi 
he p^odttttes his feeble Courtiers as actualfy 
enehtki^i jumps into €h6 indicatlvd mood^ 
d8d thusj ■thv6ugh;the'i«8t of tM pa^toagei 
^^se^fk^6 Courtiers db broody 'ill) shudder, 
Syaftet^up}, pmy^fl^; mid afi ca^tionk niot to 
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let thcirithdughts transpire beyond the pre* 
cAw:>is of ike Court, . > 

Accof ding to the opinioo of this Re«^ 
viewer^ aqy wish coivtrary 4o the cause of 
the Spaabh Patriots, must be the off$priflg 
of a bad mind. Upon what priadple of 
equity thett does he dare to attribute sudi 
a wish to any oner without ihe slightest 
evidence of its having been entm^tained ? 
And again, why^ if he must suppose such 
a wi^h to exist, does he give it a Court for 
its locality, and not a Cottage? can he 
assign t^ie shadow of a.reafon for suppidii^ 
it rather tp be nourished in the one placQ 
than in the other ? By what ^ntuitiop hJm 
tBfakde acquainted with a sentiment which 
is jsp carefully suppressed, a^ that not. ^ 
breath charged with it shall escape^ I will 
tell the Reviiew:er whenqe all this ajrises^c 
his obj^^t, his main object is to vilify Kini^^ 
thqir servients and their office ; and thwer 
for^ it is, that having conjured up this widk, 
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80 ccMQtrai^. td the expressed enthusiasm of 
the natioO) he plants it within the precincts 
of a Courts as a pestilential inmate in a 
pestilential place; a natural ofispring of 
that corruption and tjranny which must 
.contkiiiinate! the abode c^ royalty. But is 
there. any one who analyses this passage ; 
who osbserres the base cunning by which 
it is interwdiren with the context^ and the 
stigna ^xed upon Courtiers and officia* 
penons, as it were in a paroothesis ; and 
who at the same time sees that these per- 
|M>ns are in fact the last who could be rea<* 
sobably supposed open to the suspkibn of 
entertaining such wishes ; and who remarks 
that ihe imputation itself grows out of a 
false imi^e of the S;»tnish Revolution J: 
ti^fao, i say, that reAeeti» on these things^ , 
b«t will agree with- me that not one of out 
|>hildidpbbing reformers ever beftise ven^ 
1iilp!!td to obtrode upon the public so imi* 
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pirtkfnt a 14bd^ so gross a slander^ astkat 
littder ><k>Asideration. ^ ^ -^ 

'- It is with ikte same vi^w, ^and with tlie 
sac^ defibQce of truth ami decency, liia^ 
Hir^h the Revifewer obsenres^ ofMn tivetM^ 
|»rdbabilii;y of Biaonaparte'a rrar «ubdtiiiig. 
the'fi^Hnkurds^ into a nat?io» of wflik^ 
ftlai^, \» c»r^ally excepts Ccmitiers, whom 
lie Admits to be likdy to tbkih. otherwise 
If k Jhe iboiiacoatBiidedcthat id^mtanstit 
lb» bk^ afMm whieh cfirefj l^kig.tiinM ia 
« €otB£tv MiR'it k^cihfBciik to sae what mt» 
«st a^CDomrtier oan; have in mppomg the 
poasibiiaitf of sadi eooipleta sooeess to the 
armies'' plans^ contciurjr to reascm: but jet 
St i» aAwajTsa . ofiat gaiaed with Jaodbiaiaia 
if atGdart^anbe |Ntt in a degradiag poiiit 
4t^ i/tiov oD made tte s^ipear ia oppodtipnite 
ik^ nafeiMi «rr«Atd^^. asitfae Jajeebitii 9ai!ll 
it tynnaiceff^ oe as I iaj»^ ^ mikh itlk<^ 
jfKU^ £6it fa^idaaitedr the ]kldoweif«)fM^ 
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neial <^estatioii, he wo«td.have tiiufPgtd 
his ftttWe Couittevs^ and Cl6ri».iib Offict 
mtk secreUjr 'abetting, it; land 'be< irauld 
haim effieated* this, with: as^roiioh ease as h^ 
haa:m9de . theoL seecttljr advcoae : foD x4»em 
i-^iard; toitealSi/ i» lajdiasiiibe,^ »id i| itRtet 
iaKfttfid'tainiveBtJaeUi a»«m<as tpjopfd^ 
tkO'.r8«K}DiD^aa..tbttni« heohas nnthipg ti 
do 5 biut»! tDD .cenaidtt . iviflnit flob ftf .<qiife^r6» 
MolatiiMttdiii bestr adafriled tin hi^^ pui^iDsii^ 
t».MiWI tb«ia iitith tite sokn&niigr. €g 
§tmifi9ii wA tO' iotierlafd then .lud usth 
ifH^itek^ isiviihsi ytM9,hvmtem n dope* . • 
. tHiQogH I.Ai^jniich to obJQ«l to,}«i:thi* 
Xksniewi^fi u^^imMoo>. I w««ld/ iKKt(;be tovuf 
itm^'^ ^ifCf'i9g ^ ic)#tt ^ thpE in.eirA^ of 
^ilM>^ 7^.re;;ifl«pt,^9tu^;a9aa]|oia^ 
f»»D«I>9iD9t w)()iW4fm«»^ hMTl^ Jnfll 
lie<y^.r«a|(fcr ;to» fayi to .bu» h«i»di^ iKbd? «* 

fllKS^9t)%»! ^M £tf)dim> m^iotf obliged tetiitt 
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|mtei ip hint no low a crime, ki tbe^ atale of 
ji«ei»ry deliQiqb^ncy, a< that of Plagiarism. 
Ishonld hate thought that he woitld har^ 
either Iiad origtuality of ideas enoagh w 
bis owiv mindt or. at any rafe^ have beeil 
uhihd tQ bofrow fFom his coadjutors^ sufi^ 
cieiit phlraees md tbpics^^ whereby ta Tent 
his tnttemen through one artiele^ withoui 
being obliged lo rdcur to the artale swreasnit 
of his' predeoemors : bat it it not s6 ; thit 
writer does actually plume himsdf widi 
Mr.^omas Paine'» leathers; his genius 
ddes hotiumisb liim'with any better nK>da 
of expressing his hatred to the retgniAg 
family, fham tlie old witticism -about Mm« 
pwting anew breed, of kings* from Geti* 
many/ He is not tontent with stealing 
this bright ^thought,* but, when stolen, he 
hafeVis^d it dumsily, so that it does ndl 
kx>k like his own. Mr. Paide applicfd it 
bolUly; to the present Monarchy of Great 
^titaih; his imitator^ applies i^ U^'l^in; 
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ti4tfaout once reflectmg (for ]» sih;^ 
must know) that it would be just as appiir 
cable to. Gbiiia or Japan, and that his fal^ 
la<gr ^b palpable; whereas tbe class of 
rcfidei^ to i^hom the proto-reformiBr ad* 
dressed hio^dif^ might be supposed to be 
destitute of so much b|storico-genealogical 
infprmationy as was necessary to put tine 
iapt alluded to in a clear light. S|il^ how^ 
ever^ J must do the Reviewer the ju^^tpce to 
^t that tbe more this amazing sentence 
is unconnected with the matter inhand^ 
tl;ie mpre it stands independent of sense 
4od propriety, the greater zeal he shews in 
the good cause* which he, in common with 
Mr. Paine, and the rest of them, advo- 
cates* The further he goes out of his way 
to have a sneer at our silly attau^^fament to 
the ^ct of Settlement, the Protestant Suc- 
cession, and such whims as have no better 
foundation than a love of order, of defined 
lipiits of power; and of religion^ the better 
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dirdflnfpiaWof i&n^dby do€% be profe hiiiy^ 

f^.-'" • ''■ '■'■■'' ■-■ • •••--'•:• ■ 

- A fttife^f thet^e- ^rii, thari '^iehr ii better 
(CfduM iiot'bis derJ^<i, to de^rAd^ khefei&t" 
iflg Kf«iar(iliy oTthftsb ICln^ddAsi *Fhe 
l^fega* cljarticrer tould not be AiOi»fr deftlftfed 
J6 \siM^g(^t ^^^ ^y t><^)ttg detoii)^<! iti 
fertw^, iwfticE ate in orrfniafy ebhv^imttiotl 
ap^edf to shee^ ahd 6*eii'; anld; tftetcfere 
ib likve- presfeeid thii $nelftr'te1to''I]fJi service^ 
i^ any rtsR of hoAsense or mtoti^mijty, ddfcJ 
s^efti 16* givetfiiy writer a high cfaim to tb< 
sldbiir^tion of al3 Jdcobiiw; ahd I trast 
ihat if ther^ be yet an ajebome wHetc 
sighs at H\e lability - of our govemmeiit; 
'^hd the'grcat prospect of'oiir Keeping effear 
ibf FirertdK /raiernity, are ever ** brfeathed ih ' 
kecttst," tbis Reviewer will, af the flekt 
iiieetirig' of revolutionists, be compl^enteid 
With *' the honours of the sittrng."" 
■ Stich, tny Lofd, are tlie pfi^i^jll^ oBs^ 
vations wWch ihe- eiiticisiw ohtbt if ork of 
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hare commented ^^a^gije^^ y*^Jy.fff>.Qltbftf 
passages in it, which are pregnant with re- 
Volutionary maxims : but it seems enough 
to remark the design of the Reviewer, and 
the mode in which he carries it into execu^ 
tiGn, in orttei- to idfisappoint him. He has a 
much stronger enen^y ;t<><j,<i«teiid\^jrvt^itb» 
the laws which he would overturn, 2lnd that 
cqemy is common sense^ The people. of 
England are. not to be cheated into misery 
by hackneyed and empty declamation; they 
will be well assured that they have cause 
to complain before they do complain ; they 
will try every expedient proposed by way 
of remedy, with the touchstone which has 
been providentially afforded to us by 
French experience; and abovo ^|, tl>^y 
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V46 
mil take care fixAt no iosididui con^tid* 
ittg of French plrinciples wkb Spatiifth 
^rinciplesy ^^4fiddee tlicto <iithe^ to adopt 
liie bhe or t6 mthhold sadk iisibtance as 
iriay'^te eflfect to the other. 

I haVe the honour to be, 
, My Lord, , 

^ , , W, WHARTON, 

'eai&l^, 4eA Jamtaty 1809* 

'-.■:; :... . . • ■ •- • .' 

);.'»[*" 7 ' ' '; ' " ' ' ' ' . I'" 
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BfMMl*Cf.Mit«ii, 
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